Erased

A HISTORY OF INTERNATIONAL
THOUGHT WITHOUT MEN

PATRICIA OWENS

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS
PRINCETON & OXEORD



CONTENTS

Illustrations  xi

Acknowledgements  xiii

Introduction: The Gender of International Thought
The History of International Thought without Women
Women (and White Men)?

Methods and Outline

Aberystwyth 1919: A Love Story
IR’s First Power Couple

‘Nasty Woman’

Polyphony in Geneva

Lucie Zimmern v. Nicholas Spykman
Racialised Polyphony in Geneva
Another Marriage Story

Conclusion

This White, English, Self-Loved, Cultivated Self
Margery Perham and her Motorbike

“The Most Wanted Critic of West Africans’
Women's Intellectual Life as Sexual Displacement

Conclusion

vii

13

20
23
25
28
32
37
39
43

45
48
52
58
62



viii CONTENTS

The House that Margaret Built: White Women’s Housework

in IR’s Backroom 63
Kitchens and Pianos v. Big Guns: The Science of IR

versus Popular Pedagogy 66
Then Being a Woman 74
Chatham Cathouse 78
Conclusion 82
No International Relations without Women 85
Colonial Administration as IR: ‘I'm not a Margery Perham’ 91
Towards IR as a Separate Subject 95
Erasing Women and Colonial Administration, Re-Defining IR 97
‘What Manner of Man is this Teacher?’ 101
Towards IR’s Failure as an Intellectual Project 103
Conclusion 107

Power’s World: International Relations as World Social

and Economic History 109
Relativising Western Progress; Medievalising the East 112

Interregnum: Power’s Plea for the Middle Ages 17

Medievalising India 119
Social History and Sociological Method 122
World History as Social and Economic History 128
Conclusion 134

Oxford’s Failures: From Diplomatic History to Critical

Histories of International Relations 137
‘A Credit to My Race and My Sorority’ 139
T Guess They Went Liberal That Year’ 142
Merze Tate and Her Bicycle 144
‘I Have Failed’ 146
A Permanent Place Among American Historians 151

Conclusion 156



7

10

CONTENTS ix

The ‘Spinsters” and Diplomats’ Daughters

From Comparative Politics to Popular Colonial Internationalism
How is Policy Made? Diplomatic and Contemporary History
‘Great causes, great events—and how dull they are!’

‘She Could be Given Satisfaction in Africa’: Tory Appeaser

Conclusion

“The Restraint to Efface Ourselves’: Assimilating Decolonisation
A Cautious, Respectable Radical
Mistakes Were Made: On Mau Mau
Explaining Anticolonial Critique at Empire’s End
“Three-quarters of our problems today are psychological’
The ‘Balance Sheet’: On Britain’s Wounded Dignity

Conclusion

Is British International Thought White?
Organising Black Britain, Schooling White Marxists

The International Thought and Pedagogy of
The West Indian Gazette

Critiquing the ‘Sociology of Race Relations’
A Different Polyphonic Internationalism
Another Federalist of the Black Atlantic

Conclusion

“This is No Witch-Hunt’

A Very Useful Person

History Just Waiting to be Written

Preferably a Male

Wall’s Century: Towards IR as Contemporary World History
Reforming Oxford IR

Making Herself Awkward

“This is No Witch-Hunt’

Conclusion

159
165§
169
17§
178
183

186
189
192
197
198
204

206

208

209

215
218
223
227

230

232
234
237
241
244
248
252
255
264



1

X CONTENTS

“These Women with Large Families’: On Motherhood
Rebel Daughter, Journalist
“The Feminist Case Still Had to Be Made’

Fashioning an Iconoclast: On the Non-Feminist Feminism
of Susan Strange

Intellectual and Institutional Influence: Smashing
the Patriarchy ’

No One’s Disciple
Disavowing Feminists, Performing Gender

Conclusion

Conclusion: The Voice of Portia

Notes 299
Index 391

265
267

271

279

280
283
287
289

291



